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Amman telegram No. 261 of 29th april to Foreign Office: 
Paragraph 2 line 2 for [? grp.omitied] 
please read "engage". 


CQ UNICATIONS DEPARTINT. 
30/4/48, 


(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 10 
retained by the suthorised recipient and not passed on] 
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FROM AiuiAN TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Sir A. Kirkbride. D: 5.45 pem.29th April,198, 


No, 261, 
29th April, 1948, R: 7.13 pem.29th April,1948. 
Repeated to: U.K.Delegation New York, 
Bagdad, 
Beirut, 
Cairo, 
Damascus, 
Jedda, 
Beli. U.Ca.. O, 
Jerusalen, 
MOST DGD IAT 


SuCRET 


Addressed to Foreign Office telepren No, 261 of a 29th 
repeated for ormation to U,K,Delegation New York, Bagdad, 


Beirut, Cairo, Damascus, Jedda, B.ii,k.0.Cairo ami Jerusalen, 
Palestine. 


‘ oom ae = Trans ae gave ~ seg ale ecb ti 
out a me W o-day dis ous 

Si tustion in oisetiee ° e presen mere ng Ab 3h , 
Regent of Iraq, ee ee liinisters, Iragi Ministers who 
accompanied the mane and the Secretary General of the Arab 


ie The Prime ter of the Lebanon and the Lebanese 
ster of Defence will reach Amman lester this sfternoon, 


2. The — and his Ministers brought back from Egypt. 

an undertaking by Egyptian Government to [? grp,omtd.] Rgyptian 

Army in Southern Pelestine if other Arab States undertook to 

intervene at the same time with their troops. In view of Cairo 
telegram No. 2 to you I queried this statement but the 

Trans jordan Minister for Foreign Affairs, who returned from 

— with the Regent, is categorical in maintaining that this 
S 80, 


3. The meeting here to-day decided in principle in favour 

of intervention by reguler Arab armies, As regards the 
question of date, King Abdullah provoked a heated discussion 

by saying that he could not intervene before lisy 15th 1948, 

the others maintained that they could not be bound by this 

date in view of Jewish offensive, The Prime iiinister of 
Transjordan overcame the difficulty by proposing thet the actusl 
date of intervention would be decided when everyone was ready, 
(Commenting to me, he remarked he was certain thet others 

would not be ready before May 15th, The Iraqi force, said to 


/be of brigade 


Amman telecram No. 261 to Foreign Office. 





ie ai 


be of brigade strength, was not due to arrive at .efrak before 
the 7th, and no errangements had been made for its :intenance 
snd supply). 


kh, cal argument arose over command, iting Abdullah main- 
tained that it should be in Transjordan hanis st .mmen, .\zzem 
was in favour of a continu: tion of the present arrangement 

with Headquerters at Damascus under Ismail Safwet or snother 
Iragi General, Nur sd Din tishomed. The Ireagis want to keep 

wn Iregi in genersl commsnd wherever the Headquarters may be 
situated, The Ugyptisns have expressed readiness to accept 
Trans jordan control, ‘The Prime i:inister of ‘iransjordan seid 
definitely that “rsnsjordan wuld not place the Arab Legion 
under existing commsnd at Deiascus, uventusally it was agreed 

by those present that, as far ss they were concerned, cach 

State should retein ifs indenendent command end be allocated 

en operational zone in Pslestine. It .as assumed that Syria 

snd the sebanon ond Seudi Arabia would agree w this. | 


5. The Arad Lescue has allocated a sum of one and a half 

millior. pounds to finance the opening stages of the operation. 
axpenditure of this smount will be in the hands of the Secretary 
General of the Arab League personslly, (‘his srrangement seems | 
to invite future friction about funds), | 


6, ‘The next step is for represeutatives of the General Staffs 
of the Armies concerned to met and work out technical details 
of a plan to put this decision into farce, both as regards 
——- movenents and on the question of supply, as regards 

which everyone is very vague, ‘irensjorden Government have 
invited the meetin;; to take place at Amman, 


_ Foreign Office please pass to U.K.Delegation ew York 
Jedds snd Jerusalem as my telegrams lios, 18, 2 37 
r-spectively,. 


prcpeated to U.n.Delegstion New York and Jedda} | 





(Copies sent to secretary of State for the Cclonies 
and to ‘'elegraph Section Colonial Office for trens- 
mission to Jerusalen]. 

LCopy sent to .iiddle ast secretariat] 
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